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The Greatest Decision

They say that a person’s life is a
series of “decisions:”

Throughout one’s life and years, they
make numerous decisions that cannot be
counted, but range between daily,
periodic, small, big, repetitive, rare,
influential, or non-influential. However,
collectively, these decisions form a
person’s “life.” Therefore, it is said that
decision-making is a science, an art, a
skill, engineering, craftsmanship, and
intention. This depends on the human
mind, desires, the era, environment,
conditions, and aspirations of the person.
The danger lies in the outcome of the
decision, because if it is correct and
beneficial, it contributes to the individual's
progress and success, but if it is futile and
unsuccessful, it brings loss to the
individual and those around him.

Decisions are of various types:

Some are frequently repeated, others

are rarely repeated, types include
emigrating abroad, getting married,
becoming consecrated, or entering a
monastery.

Decisions also go through three main
stages: 1) the pre-decision stage, which
should be a wise and well-calculated step
that takes its share of thinking and time; 2)
the decision-making step, a decisive and
bold step; and 3) the final stage is to
support the decision, ensure its
effectiveness, and follow it up for success.

Conversely, there is the failed decision,
which is taken without consultation,
without accounting for time, and without
assessment of its consequences and
long-term and short-term effects.

If we look for the greatest
decision a person makes in
their life that lasts with them
and extends its effect to their
heavenly life, it is undoubtedly
the “decision of repentance:”

“there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine just persons who need no
repentance” (Luke 15:7, NKJV).

The decision of repentance is what gives
a person’s life meaning and value. Without
repentance, Saint Moses the Strong would
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not have been known in history, nor
would Saint Mary of Egypt, nor Saint
Augustine, and many others whose lives
were completely transformed by this
decision, moving from darkness to light.

If we desire to understand the nature,
impact, and effectiveness of the decision
of repentance, one must study Luke 15,
which is the chapter of repentance,
mentioning three realistic meanings that
explain the aspects of this decision
through three parables: the lost sheep, the
lost coin, and the prodigal son.

We will focus on the third
parable, the prodigal son:

The story begins from the father’s house
where his younger son treated him
harshly, selfishly demanded his share of
the inheritance, and traveled far away
joyfully with his friends and money. He
squandered his money, lost his mind and
abilites, and satisfied his desires,
forgetting that this situation would not last.
Until he reached hunger, because the
years spent in frivolities do not satisfy
anyone, and he began to need and search
for a source of satisfaction. He found
himself lusting to be in a pig farm, losing
his dignity, position, and sonship that he
once enjoyed in his father’'s house. The
most dangerous thing was that he desired
the pigs’ food and did not find it. Thus, sin
humiliates a person as if they are stuck in
the mire of the pig sty.

Then came the greatest decision: he
returned to himself and compared his
current miserable state with the
abundance and security he had in his
father’'s house. He rose up to change
direction, although he had lost everything
except the hope he relied on, confident in
God’s mercy. He came to his father in this
painful state, not looking at his condition,
sin, and regret as much as he looked and
hoped for God’s mercy, compassion, and
kindness. For God is always eager for our
return, searching for us, and giving many
chances for the sinner to return instead of
perishing.

Behold, he confessed his sin and
downfall, and continued returning with
confidence. Even if he would become a
hired servant in his father’s house, it would

-

be better than his current state. But
when his father saw him, he was kind to
him, ran towards him, fell on his neck,
kissed him, and embraced him with love,
joy, and peace, wiping away that
disgraceful past and starting a new
covenant and a new life with this
wonderful repentance.

He regained the dignity of sonship
through repentance, wore the best robe,
and renewed the work of the Spirit in him
by placing a ring on his hand. Then also
wore new sandals to start the freedom of
grace and a new life, and ate from the
fattened calf, symbolizing the Eucharist
and union with Christ. The decision of
repentance and returning to the Father's
embrace became the greatest decision in
the son’s life.

This is the repentance that transforms
adulterers into virgins and wipes away all
darkness with the light of Christ. This is
what we repeat in the Psalm of repentance
every day: “Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me” (Psalm 51:10, NKJV). This is the daily
decision of repentance that a person
makes, seeking purity of heart and
righteous behavior in their journey towards
the heavenly kingdom.

My friend, you may have many and
varied decisions in your life, but know
that the decision of repentance is the
greatest decision you can make
without any regret. It changes life and
brings immense happiness, as
Zacchaeus the tax-collector felt. He
thought his happiness was in his money
and work, but found it in following Christ,
offering  practical and  successful
repentance to start a holy life with Him.

And you, my friend, pay
attention and do not miss the
opportunity that may not come
again... It is the greatest
decision, and they say that
haste is harmful in everything
except one thing, which is the
decision of repentance.

C/WMI
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